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on of Diſſenfiag in, England from the 
reſent eftabli 0 Church, 1 have all 
#long, 533 to ſhow, how and by 
what S Methods we hare been thus unhappily 
divided ;.4nd from bence I draw the, follow · 
ing Arguments, which uy ig themſelves 
diſcoyer the true Reaſon, of. 
on this Matter, wbich at᷑ ff ell — 
7 may think uſeleſs or out of Seaſon. 
fl. 1 inferr, that the Difſcnzers do not 
e 
' the Church, for e ing, 
* _ ſo 0 9 e 58 d, or 
Or, Irifles or in rent 28, 0* 
thers aVedge 3 but of pl e. 


I. exmialng the Ociginal and Occaſi- 


af meer Choic 


from true Priociples af Canſcience, - 


Sence of Duty, and Scruples which 
they cannot get over. 


Icenniiy. That upon tne Church of Eng- 


— - 


land refufjog to grant or abate, what 


they cannot comply with, they do 
not aerertheleſs reje her as a Church, 
count her Heretical or Antichriſtian, 
but own her as a true Church, ſubſcribe 
witingly all her Doftrinal Articles, and 
treat her Membery as: Brethren, with 
whom, tho they have ſome Difference, 
they can jet agree in Principles, 20d 
preſerye for her both their Charity and 


Relpecl. 


Thirdly. That, would the Church of Eng- 


land enter upon a farch=r,Reformation, 
and abate in their Diſcipline, Goyern- 
ment and Worſhip, what theſe think 
is not warranted by the Ward of GOD, 


they would moſt gladly joyn with them 


in, and become one united Body 
A l in Love, Charity, Do- 
Atine, Worſhip and Government. 1 
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In laying down theſe things, are, I think, 
neceſſarily cl-ar'd up thoſe Doubts, which 
ſome People have lately rais'd; that the 
Diſſenters are therefore Epiſcopally enclin'd, 
and from thence have diſcover'd a farther 
tatal and unhappy Conſequeuce, M. APivj- 
fon between them and the Church of Scor- 
land, as if the Difſenters ia Fifplgnd wefe 
dangerous to the Yettlemenc and Kcurity of 
the Church of Scotland, and to be diſtruſt. 
ed on that Account. 

The preſent Buſineſs of this Iſland, now 
happily united, is to have three vaſt Bodies 
built upon ſeveral and diftig&t Foundations, 
be ſecure in their reſ 
and if poſſible be diveſted of Power to op- 


preſs one another, by any means whatſo- 


ever. 

Indeed I cannot help putting this into 
other Words, and ſaying, the Baſineſs is 
not to have them Le ſecure, but to open 
their Eyes, and make them ſee ths they are 
ſecure, and to bring them, if poſſible, to be 
ſatisfy d with real Security, and not be ever 
fcighting themſelves, and amuſing one ano- 
ther with chymerical, remote and ſuppoſi- 
titious Poſſibilities of Daagers, which, like 
Armies and Fleets in the Air, if ſteadily 
view'd with Judgment and Time, - always 
diſolve into meer Cloud, Vapour and 
Emptyneſs, ia which they are form'd. 

The Safety of the reſpettive Eccleſiafti- 
cal Settlements in Britain depends, not ſo 
much on the Securities ſtipulated on either 
fide by the Treaty of Union, by which 
their Hands are tied from cruſhing one an- 
other, as from the voluntary Bonds of the 
Minds form'd in the Judgment, and freely 
conſented to in their ſeparate Capacities ; 
and this-is what I amlaboucing to bring to 

aſs. 
J That a Con viction might be form'd in the 
Minds of the ſeveral Parties, how their mu- 
tual Safety depends upon the Negatives of 
each others Will, that there be no Deſire in 
either Party to oppreſs or invade each 
other. 

An OhjeAion, I know, lies in the Way of 
this, which I ſhall endeavour to remove, 
Viz. Ian a Church of England Man, or I 
am a Presbyterian, I cannot be juſt to my 
Profeſſion, not aniwer it to my Conſcience, 
if I do uot wiſh to have all the Nation con- 


ive Eſtabliſnments, 


vinc'd of the ſame things, and profeſs the 
ime Priaciples with my ſelf, and which 1 

ink are beſt; and therefore it is impoiũ · 
ble for me to bring my Will to a Conſent, fo 
that if it wee in my Power, I would not 
bring all the Nation to he what I am, I could 
not he a Chriftian*withont it. kN 

This Argument is, I think, faithfully 
Rated, and ſpeaking of religions AFairs 
only, I believe it will hold But we 
muft take our Matter complexly, and we 
muſt conſider in that theſe follow ing things. 

1. Is the Church or the People, I belo 
to, ſo or ſo circumſtanc'd, as that the Al- 
ſiſtance, Tonfederacy or Coalitlon wich the 
People, I differ from, is neceſfary to their 
Support and Security; if ſo, then the Coali 
tion or Confederacy with ſuch a People be- 
comes Partof my very Care for the Church 
or People, to which I belong as aforeſaid : 
Nor is this doing Evil, that Good may come; 
for as the Confederacy or Coalition is, not 
evil in it ſelf, but may only be circumſtan- 
tially evil, ſo as thus circumſtanc'd, tis 
actually good, and is a dire preſerving and 
upholding what I profeſs before: Thus if I 
am by the Covenant bound to ſupport and 
defend with my Blood the- Presbyterian 
Church Goverament in Scotland, is She be- 
ſet with Popiſh, Jacobite, French and forreign 
Enemies, falſe,treacherous and fiery Friends, 
and is She in an ill Poſture of Security at 
Home ? Then,to ſtrengthen her. by the Con- 
federacies of Enemies, and fortific her with 
Alliances, Confederacies or Coalition, tis 
in this Caſe nothing but ſecuring her preſent 
flouriſhing Condition, and conſequently a 
purſuing the true End of the Covenant or 
Engagement mention'd before, engaging 
to the ſecuring the Church. 

If the Gentlemen, who think tbemſelves 
engag'd againſt this Union on Account of 
religious Engagements, would conſider this 
ſerivuſly, I perſwade my ſelf, they would 
ceaſe to call this Union a Breach of their 
Oaths, a National Perjury, and the like. 

As to wiſhing all People of our Mind, then 
it can be extended no farther, than to pray 
and endeavour by Inſtructipn or Perſwation 
to enlighten the Minds of thoſe, we think 
in an Error, and no: hing of that is reftraia'd 
by the Treaty of Union. 1 . N 


[ 131 } 


MrscELLANEA. 


N my Diſcourſe of the Poor, I came in 

courſe to ſpeak of the poor Debtors, 
poor Bankruptsz England is a Nation tz» 
mous for Laws, mercifully contriv'd, and 
tencerly executed, and long may ſhe preſerve 
that Charger ; but if ſhe is in Hazard of 
lofing it any way, it is by theſe particular 
Methods with Debtors. 

If there be any Cruel:y practis'd in Erg- 
land, "tis bere ; Racks, Inquifitions, Tor- 
tutes and Galleys, I muſt confeſs in my O- 
pinion, ſeem jaferiour to the Barbarities 
praQis'd here upon the Unfortunate ; nay, 
the Boots and Tbumbtins of Scotland, the 
laſt noble Invention of a Peer of that Coun- 
try yet living, and which Chriſtianity has 
fince abhorr'd, are Fools to the unſufferable 
Torutres inflifted upon Debtors in Englund. 

I neither bare felt, nor do I apprehend 
fall ing into the Hands of ſuch humaa Devils, 
ſv I am not pleadiog my own Caſe 3 but if 

} were to enlarge upon the late terrible 
Executious” In Langue doc, ſuch as burnin 
with Sulphur, breaking on the Wheel, an 
intermitting languiſhing Deaths practis d 
upon the poor Camiſars, and compare them 
with the throwing Men into languiſhing 
Priſons, without Friends or Money, Help 
or Am̃ſtance, without Air, and without 
Bread ; where Men, that have liv'd well, 
and are ionduftrious in their Deſigns, have 
the daily Terror of ſeeing their C hildren 
ſtart'd, theit Wives go diſtracted, their 
Friends aband on them, and have all the ſe- 
vere Trials of paſſite Valour, that can be 
ſuppos'd practicable: 1 muft confeſs, he 
muſt have dark A ſions of Eternity, 
that would not choſe Death by Torture, 
rather than ſuch a Caſe. 

Yet tbis is the Caſe in England, and if I 
were to give a Lift of the poor diftreſs'd 
Wretches, who have io a few Years, by-paft, 
pet iſti d in Jails in England, by meer Want 
of Neceflaries ; that have dy'd, and been 
loſt only by the moſt inbuman Barbariiy of 
inexoradle Creditors z The Roll of Blood 
would be diſmal to read over, and the Cry 


<< 


of thoſe poor Wietches will be loud ſumes 
where, whole Murther cannot be excus'd, 
neither in the particular Perſons, nor in the 
Nation ia general; ſince Debt is nat & 
Crime puniſhable with Death, either by the 
Lawsof GOD or Man. 

I confeſs, there is Danger alſo in giviag 
Encouragement by too gentle Uſage to 
Cheats, common Giog Bankrupts, 
and innumerable trading Frauds: But the 
Extremities of Jails, Starving and Death ace 
not abſolutely neceſſarj ta remedy that 
Miſchief. 

1 find no Scripture Rule for puniſhing 

ebtors with Death ; perpetual Impriſon- 
meat is nothing but Death, and that of the 
worft Sort, being a lingring Torture, and 
dying with all the intolerable Circumftances 
of Deſpair: How our Legiſlators have been 
prevail'd with to condemn Bankrupts to 
perpetual Impriſonment at the Diſcretion 
of the Creditor, I cannot imagine, not 
ſhall I examine that Caſe here I can- 
not be prevail'd upon to believe, but ſome 
Medium might be found out to ſave the in- 
digent, poor, deſperate Debtor, and yet be 
ſevere upon the wilful, contriviog, cheat» 
ing and fraudulent Wretch, that viſibly 
makes it bis Deſign to abuſe and betray his 
Creditor, that draws him io, lurches and 
deceives him. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Juſt Publ iſh d, 
HE Diſſenters vind icated; or, a ſhort 
View ot the preſent State of the Pro- 
teftant Religion in Britain, as it is now pro- 
ſeſs d in the Epiſcopal Church in Englens 
the Presbycerian-Church in Scotland, an 
the Diſſenters in both. Ja Anſwer to ſvme 
Reflectious in Mr. Webſter's two Books pub» 
Mind in Scotland. Printed in the Year, 177. 
(Price 6d.) 
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